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Opinions of Great Papers on Important Subjects.

MURDER BY TELEPHONE.
CHICAGO man accused of killing his wile

In a quirrel says that o
bors who based fnlse

A

b ——

(¥
Vadew el

hig statemient beo true,

wife's death lies with kind
dAropped, It 1s a ease of wurder by
Whetlhier or not
mains that telephone envesdropping
hablt and
The offenders nre mostly In

the

Hstening te whint the noighbors order from the buteher
and grocer amd keeping 1rack of appolntments made by
loving youag couples are favorite amusements of women
who bhave nothing else to take up thelr time

Those gullty are I the same eategory with persdhs

who open letters not Inteinded for

the only difference betwern the listener at keyholes apd
telephone sneaking Is lIss

the teicphone sveak Is that

Mkly to result In detection and punishmoent,
of thing ought to Le stopped, and some day It will be.—

Ohicago Journpal.

THE DIVORCE EVIL.

HE large number of divorces In the United
nt
frequent
glon, much of which Is based
ot Incomplete knowledge
the Census hug, however, made It possible
to judge the matter somewhat more aceu-

States and the rate

increasing are

rately, for a bulletin bas just bheen
the perlod between 1857 and 1906,

A previous juvestigation by the Bureau of Labor cov-

ered the perlod from 1867 to 1887,

possible te consult figures which cover furty years of

Amerioun 1fe.

The first thing noted is that the marriage rate in this
country is bigher than in any other In which statistics

wpon the matter are preserved. It
there. are far fewer iliegnl unious

woman o Aweriea than in other countries,
This having been poted, it cannot be denled that di-

yorces are felonlshingly numerons,
The rate of incrense at the end of t
mentioned 18 three times as great

population ; but even duripg the first decade under con-

slderation—from 1870 to 1880—the
one-hadf times as great. At present,
twelve eventunlly secure o divorce,

separations are secured by wives as

The cause of divorce most freque
gertion, nnd this ealls attention to something that Is not
always consldered in the study of divoree conditions in

Amerien-—the fact that nearly all
man and woman In this country nre |

escape scught, Ir sought at all, must also be legul—in

F .
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THE RULE OF THE ROAD.

i

L o ot R T B il S o D

“The first day in England,” says an
American traveler, “my heart Jumped
#uto my throat several tlmes, Riding
an top of a bus, the driver would al-
ways turn toward the left when we
were rhout to puss another vehicle, and
nithough 1 kmew that that was the
Fuglish custom, 1 held on tight and
got shivers anticipating a collision ev-
ery time. One morning [ stepped up
%o a policeman at King's Cross, to get
my bearings, and as he wnas disposed
%o be talkative, T kept him company.

"Among other things, I asked him
whether thers was any rule requiring
pedestrinngs to keep to the left. No,
he told me, It was only for the road-
way that the rule held.

“T then asked him why it was that
#n England they always turned to the
left, wherens in all other countries the
rule was to turn to the right.

“‘Oh, it's very important to keep to
the left,) he enld, seriously. 1 knew
# wns very important to observe tho
rule of the road, but why turn to the
ert?

**Well' he gald, ‘I'll show you, Now
you come here,’ and he led me to the
middle of the roadway. ‘You see’ ho
eontinued. ‘how the fraflic moves along
the two sidos of the road?

“Yes, 1 saw, and a pretty sight it
was, too—n siring of all sorts of con-

veyances coming townrd us on our

right, and another moving away fron !
ws on the left, ns far a8 the eye could |

ser,

“i'Well, now'—and he was very Im
pressive,—'suppose you were driving
along in the mlddie here, and another
kerrige was coming the other w'y, and
sujpose you turned o the right, don't
you see you would he getting in the
w'y of all those vehlcles?

“*Yea, T eaw ut

“iWell, that's
to the left.”

*I learned nfterward that the *hob.
by* expected a tip for all the Informa-
Bon he bhad given me,"™

why we alwavs turn

ENGLAND'S PERIL.

Lard Muobeorgys,

Her Greatest Soldier,
UCreales o
Lord Roberts, feld marshal of the
British ariny and the greatest of Brit-
Wl generals, crested a sensation during
& recent debate W the House of Lords

Deep Seasntlon,

by snying that Euglaond needod an army
of 1,000,000 woen In order to he q”:."_
from luvasion. Ple polnted out the com
parative ease with  which  Germany
could land an army on the shores .-:
Eugioud and ssseried that the defense
of Enginod pevded Immediate atteation.

Vinsols ible of  secommodating
SO0 oD always wWere avy allable lu

the norihern ports of Goermuany, he sald,
undgd e & result of the new German
service low, 200,000 men conld be eol-
lected in the districts of the pearest
port witheut any trouble. The grent
German steamship Hnes wore o con
sinut practice In embarking and disem-
barking, and as the rallronds were own-
el by the State all prellwinaries, up to
the actun! dispatch of troops, could be
earried out with the utmost secpecy.
Gerniany was perfectly aware, the fleld
marshal went ou, that it would be es-
sential for her transports to evade the
Britlsh fleet, and she conld casily dis

gessip on
ronversations on n oparty lne with family
friends enassd the trouble whilel ended with
bin wife's death and his lmprisonment. 1
nlghbors

hig stalement be

always lHkely to produce

residence

"

lom men. Across the narrow sea were
S0,000,000 Gerians, who, by [ TSeYer
anew, Industes, sound edueation and
1 military tepining, Lad made themselves

yvesdroppling uelgh

telephone
Is recorded,

the bipme for his statistics.

who onves
telaphone.
true, the
I4 a very
disasirous resiils
districts, where

fact re

COMINoN
panion.

their perusal, and

This sort

movement
the wonder of the modern world.
the wooden paddlewheel stenmers and sailing ships of

divoree s
of discus:
upon slight
Jurean of

which

lu:nil"

The

Issued which covers

It is therefore now

is niso a fact that
between man and

and are increasing.
he forty-year period
as the Inecrease in

rate was two and
one couple in every
I'wice ng many legat
by husbands.

ntly asslgned is de-

the unfone between
egal, from which the
Sentinel.

uther words, a divorce.
the ollier hand, although divorce s hard to gecure, many
uilong are formed which, as they were not sanctioned by
law, require no law to break, and therefors no divorce
Moreaver, the very difficulty of securing dl-
voree lends to large numbers of desertions and separa-
tlons, which also never appear in the tables of divorce

1853 and 1854, with which
awed, and compelled agalnst
communieation with the West, and the steel-wnlled bat-
tleships of Admiral Sperry’s command, todday weleamed
with Invish hospltality at the Japanese capltal, Is sug
gestive of the greater contrast between the Internatiennl
relationships of 1852 and of 1H0K
the modern warship from the primitive types of the
Susgquebanna and the Mississippl, then at the beginning
of stenm pavigation, to the battleships of the Americn
fleet, marvelops as it hos been, there is no such stupen
dous change as that presented by Japan {tself.—Phila-
delphin Publle Ledger.

In many forelgn countries, on

Mare uniform and perhaps more stringent laws are
nectded i Aserien, bot the facts Jost referred to must
e regarded as lightening to some degree a picture that
In nlways palnted In very sober colors—Youth's Com

JAPAN AND WORLD CHANGES,

HE mind of the observer of to-days’ events
of Yokohamn
soene of fifty-five vears ago, when Commi-
dore Perry’s little flegt of unwelcome visit
ors anchored (n the Bay of Yeddo, tore the
exclusive vell from the face of Japnuese
civilization and gave the lwpetus to that
of nntional

must inevitably recall the

transformation which has been
The contrast between

the Japanese were over-
thelr will to enter Into

In the evolution of

PISTOLS AND THE COURTS.

00 many of our courts have temporlzed with
crime and criminals.
and shrewdest Inwyers have used their grent
talents, not to subserve, but to defeat, the
ends of Justice.
ence or woney or “pull" or nerve, he can
clog the wheels of justice, If he does not
completely throw them off the track.
put a stop to pettifogging and the neediess, interminable
delnys of the law, and Insure the prompt execution of
justice, instead of sitting supinely by and watching, with
complacent nod, the defeat of justice, men would soon
come to have a care as to how they put a bullet into
the head or the heart of thelr fellow men. The rigld en-
forcement of laws sagainst the carrying of concealed
weapons and the education of public opinion te a higher
appreciation of the value of human life will help to rid
this country of a national disgrace that imperils the life
of every man of prominence in the land.—Milwaukee

Some of the anlest

If a criminal has Infly-

If our courts wonld

while the
proceeding

tract attention by small rafds
| main disembarkation was
undisturhed.

It would be folly, sald Lord Roberts,
for Englishmen to shut thelr eyes to
these possibilities, however much peace
18 desired. The startling events in the
[m'nl‘ East have brought home to the
mosit careless observer that nothing
c¢ould save that country which is not
prepared to protect itself. 1f Great
Britnin contlnues to neglect the most
ordinary precautions. she may some
day tind herself In the hands of the
Invader and be foreed to submit to the
most humiliating conditions,

This danger Is dally becoming more
threatening. Within a decade Germany
has created the greatest sen power that
ever existed, except Great Britain's,
and at the present moment It 8 formid-
able. Measures are being taken to In-
ecrease that power, It i3 enleulated that
there are SO000 Germans in employ-
ment in Great Britain. They are traln-

@l soldlers, and if a German foree once

LORD BOBIERDE

Innded on these shores they would be
ready to help.

Lord Roberts contended that it was
not absolutely essential for a patlon to
command the sea o order to carry out
an invasion. A temporary loeal eom
mand would suflice, and this was per
feetly understoord In Germany, The
main temptution to the Invaslon of
Grent Britain was the want of a home
army, whieh ought 1o conslst of a mill-

A great nation They 1
thelr commercse

mired ontlets

far

nid population.

Thot Great Britain's military wenk
wim wonld In nll prahuability bhe the
cause of the loss of ber nava suprem

ney was the oo uslon

fleld marshal

pehnd 'l_\‘ the

BIG OUTLAY IN PANAMA
Pay Roell of Month
One of Iin Sigulficant Veatures.

When the eanal zonae
olhtalned from the Pannmanlan govern
ment it cost 50,000,000 In cold cash
It has required £70,000.000 wore to dlg
the eanal to 1ts present polut
appropristed  E30,000000 for the
penses of the year eoded Dec 21, 1908,
Optimists place the total expense st
800,000,000, Pessimists do not pause
ahort of $H00,000,000, says a writer In
Patnam'a
A puy roll of $1,43400 Lins to be met
every month—Iin a year's tlme an ex-
penditure exceeding $17.000,000. This
item for employment alone, remember,

L, 400,000 u

COlYsSI0Nn Wils

Congress

ox

ing work to 31,924 men. It Is cesting
anywhere from $150,000 to £200.000 a
month to protect the health of Panama.
In an average month the sanitary de-
partment costs §200,000, The expenses
of the civil administration preseat a
monthly total of from $53.000 to
$67,000. More than $100,000 a menth
Is being spent In munieipal Improve-
ments.

A gingerbread trimming this? Per-
haps, but it must be remembered that
the Panama of to-day Is literally bullt
on a ple erust over a seething pesthole.
Ten years ago sowe (ifty men in every
L0 were dying annually frem the
tropieal death vapors.

About £500,000 1s spent annually for
coal. Up to the present time over
£8,000,000 hne been expended for new
buildings. It requires about $115,000
every twelve months to protect this
property from fire. The expenses o
equipment pass the $1,000000 mark
every thirty days.

And so the money flles even ns the
dirt files at Panama,

Hard on the General,

An old lady passed awny nt Carls
bad, where she had gone for her health.
Hermenarast relation, a nephew, ordered
her body to be sent home for burial—
a8 was her last wish—In the quiet little
conntry churchyard.

His surprise can be lmagined when
on the arrival of the coflin he opened
It for a Inst look at the remalins and
found, ipstead of his Aunt Mary, the
muajestie form of an English general in
full regimentals, whom he remembered
had chaveed to die at the same time
and place as his aunt.

At he eabled
helrs, explaining thoe &
questing Instroctions

They canm back as follows :

“Glve the general quite faneral.
Aunt Mary Interred to-day with fall
military honors, six brass bands, salut-
lng guns”—TIt Blis

onee fe the general's

ntion and pe

Mont Tmportnnt Wars.
Perhinps the most {mportant
from the standpoint of civillzation and

progress, were, first, the Grei-Pore
slun war of 400 B. C, In which the
oriettal wave was prevented from
deluging Europe; second, the gtruggle
bhetween the Franks and the Moors
which ended at the battle of Tours

with the defeat of the Moors, thus say-
ng Burope from Mohammedanlsm and
Its third, the Napoleonle
wars, which shook up Burope. destroy

stagvation:

Ing the remnantz of feudallsm and
paving the way for modern democracy,
and the Ameriesn war of 1801-03,
which preservid the fontegeity of the
event republle and sn made 1t posst-
ble for the United Stutes to work ont
« gplendld destiny among the natlens
of the earth.-—New York Amoe lean
Betting In the Nursery.
Maommn,” sald  her  boy, “I just

made n bet,”
“What was ItY
"I bep BULY mwy cap ugnlnst two shoe

buttons thuat you'd give e 4 penay to

got some apples with, You don't wagt

me to lose my cap, do you?

He got the penny.-—Phlludelphla In-

quirer,

whie asked,

Ask n wmx.u-an L4110 uu-unur--m;-ut of her
parior aud she will reply by telling how
many card tables she can put in It

It mTh_ﬂimm'lulif ﬂ‘t'n'.i.v he's un-

At the last census Uncle Sam was glv-

able to stand a loan.

|  WITHCRAYT OF LUIBENOS.

Theae Californin Indlans Siill Come
sult Thelr Shnmnns,

The culture of the Lalseno Indians Is
discussed by Phillp Stedman Sparkman
In one of the oot publieations of the
University of Callfornin.  Sparkman,
"who wos killed lost xenr nt his home
ot Hincon, nenr Valley Center, San
| Dlego County, Cal,, hied for years spent
"much thne Iy communteation with the
Latlsenos of Rincon and vicinity, Among
his popers was fomsd the one dealing
with the culture of these people, and

't has been pailished without many
alterations e discizses the food eof
the  Loulsenos, thelr ciutining, pﬂﬂi'r".

basketry fplememt s, gnmes,
and other matters whileh have & bears
Ing omn twir monuner of jite.  Tn teiling
nbout “shampnisin™  (witcheraft) he
BAYS :

“AE mny e

Wl vans,

s, witehoraft 1s
st moch belteved Ino though not near-
Iy #o mueh ag formerly, A person
whesse clillideen nre dying, even of sueh
f dlsease a8 consumption, will magine
thnt =omoe evilly disposed person I8 be-
witehing them I
o some wizned awl
Eilling his ehildiren
inform him that a certaln person s
dolng =0, mwd after this uothing will
make the man bellove otlierwise,

o bewiteh s person It s conglderasd
necessary Kot belonging
to bis body, g o Httle of his halr, the
parings of his palls, some of his blowd,
or a handkerchier that he has blown
his nose In,  For this reason it was
forterly customiry when one hind his
hair cut to carefully sweep every par-
ticie, carry It away. aud bury it, for
fear that some enciny might possess
hituself of It to bewiteh hlm.  Some
follow this custom still,

“One method cmployed by the wiz-
ards Iy sald to be 1o muke small mnges
of the people they wish to kill apd to
perform thelr incantntions over them,
It 1= sadd that such lmnges have some-
thues heen fonnd, elther aceldentally or
In the house of n wiznard after his
death, Should the fionder burn them
the denth of the wiznmd is sald to fol-
low Invarinbly,

“The wicnrds, shamuns, or medicine
men, by whichever niune they mny be
called, are nearly all doctors.  An In-
dinn has bat lttle faith in medicine,
but mmeh more in the supernntural
powerg of the mediclne moen, It I8 a
fact that the latter pse cemedlies made
from plants to some extent, but they
rely mostly on shamanlstic practives.”
—Now York Post.

will perliapas go
it who s

The wizned will

HES '3

to soanething

e LT
W

2
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“Rostus, does Farmer Joones keep
chlckens”  “Well, boss, he do keep
some of ‘em,”

Maud —You hnve no idea how jeal-
ous my husband = dear. Kitty (her
dearest friend ) —Pshinw, he's flnttering
you.

“The spirlt of your husband wishes
to speak with you, madam.” “What
«does he say?' “He says that he
doesn’t bave to dress in a cold room.”
—The Bohemian,

“When you get o Washington, son,
don't you be afrald to work for the
publiec service” “No, dad.  It's the
Secret Service 'm afrald of "—(leves
land Plain Denler

Irene—A girl shouldo't marry a man
till she knows all about him. Evelyn
—Good gracious! If she knew all
about him she wouldn't warey him,—
'hiladeliphin  Inguirver,

Muy—The bride nearly falnted duor-
fng the wedding, and had to be sup-
ported by her father until it was over.
Jim—Yes, and now 1| hear her father
is supporting both of them.

“Speaking of poetry, does the modern
gchool make us think 7' “Well, 1t makes
us hustle for the dictlonary, that Is,
thore of us who have any curiosity at
all."—Loulsville Courier-Journal

Tom—1 ate some of the cake she
minde Just to maloe myself solid, Dick
—Did you sueecod?  Pom-——1 couldu't
feel gny more sulld IF T had eaten cons

wars,

~Plttsburg Garette
(===

For twe hundred miles to the north-
ward of Death Valley, the terrible, the
Innd I8 a desert. The mountalng are
eculptured in frowning rock, the val-
leys mnre absolutely waterless, barren,
and forbidding. But man iz there—
man who has life to exchange for gold
—and here and there he hons dug a
well, for the gning thereof are ahund.
ant. Gold Cirele enmp Iz 41 miles from
the nearest approach of a rallroad. The
space between s n lifeless desolation.

Val Maynard sat on a box In the
giare of the sun at the Dright Hope
mine in Gold Clrele Camp, where he
and his partner had delved for gold,
and he was gelmly accepting defeat,

He was far sway in thought and
mod when the erunch of Blnke's foot.
steps on the rock strewn  hillside,
uroused Wim from his dreams, Blake
was ar yonng and Inrge ns Maynard,
but his gnze was far loss stendy.

Tor n moment after lils partners ar-
riviy, Maynard remalned unmoving on
his box. Ile wns looking at Rlake,
and the smile of 2 comrade played in
his eyes. “Well," Dbe  mndd,  finnlly,
“ysoun've had a pretiy hot elimb from

the camp, Iloward. Any luck? Any
gold In the rock? Any letters?”
Blake hesitated for a second, then

fold a-double e

“No letters” he sald, “No ek *

In his pocket lay a letter addressed
to Maynard in Helen Woodraff™s hand
—such a letter as Maynard bhad hard-
Iy dared to-drenm she might have sent.
It was epenad, sand Blake read its
lines. And beslde the letter lay a fold.
ed shegd of paper on which the eamp's
mokt dspassionate assayer had written
a terse report on the sample of rock
which Blake and his parther had sul
mitted for the test of acld and fire. 1t
declared the rock to be rlech—worth
five thousand dollars to the ton.

Maymnard felt the rays of happluess
fade frem his nnture. A dullness cnme
fnto his eyes. “Well, I didn't expect
much else,” he gold after a moment’s
pause; “but eur Iluck might have
changed a liitle, at Iast”

“We can drop everythilng just ns 1t

WINTER IN THE COUNTRY.
Just think of the farmers
In mitta and pulse-warmers,
With frost on (he whiskers and ilush on the nose!
And think of the lars

Around the woodl fires,
Imbibing hard clder and tonsting thelr toes )

Awd think of the slnying
And peadding sd Daying
Of quarter-ton porkers Just rolling In fat!
And think of them makin’
The el and the bacon,
The snusnges, spnre-rils, the hame and all that!

It's reully a pity
To live in the clty,
Where snowdrelfts are blook and rheumatios reslde,
When villages handy
Are hnviug n damly
Ol winter with genuine snow an the side,

Andt here It I8 ralning
Al foiks are comnplaining
Of hard and soft calds, fnfluenm and grippe!
It's really & pliy
To live in tha olty,
Where winter & nolhing bt shish, slop and slip,

THEWELL IN THE D

By PP VERRILL MIGHELS

as If n very flond had been goading at
thelr hacks,

Hinke wus there, When Maynard
coufronted him at Inst, he read with
clenrness the meaning of the cold, hard
gleam that played In his former part-
ner's eves

“How's this?' bhe sald. “Are you
working here now for Folger & Com-
pany, who bought our leage?”

“Don’t try to get funny, Maynard,”
sald  his  former friend, “You're a
quitter; you've got n strenk of ollow
i7 your blood. 1 got on, that's a 1, and
took up the lease myself,"

“I 500, satd Maynard, coolly enough,
fawnre of his helpless posltion. “And
also, If T remember correctly, Blake,
you were the ons who always bad the
nssaye ninde, and you nlways réportad
o gold."

When the word went round that
Howard Blake had ecleaned up and
gacked fully elghty thonsand dollars'
worth of ore, and that he and the rock
would go out together on a freighter
to the rallroad, a solltary horseman
rode promptly forth from Gold Oirele
ciimp to the station in the middle of the
desert. It was Maynard, come a day
ahead of Blake, who would ride on a
lond of golden ore. Aye, It was May-
nard, grim and hardened, and with
sowmething of exceptional Importance te
dircuss with the man who owned the
woll,

That night the man leased the waoll
nud statlon to Maynard for a period of
S hours, and riding away to enjoy his
brler vaeation, he Jeft the new-mnde
proprietor alone In full possession,

In the morning the teamsters who
watered thelr gtock at the trough made
settiement with Maynard and  went
thelr way, to brave the heat snd dust
that wounld lodge upon them all day
long, ke unembodied things of prey.
Munynard began to walt,

The morning passed ; the heat of the
sin was Intense. Not a breath of alr
was stirring on the desert. In the af-
ternoon there was a cloud of dust on
the road, so far awny southiward {n the
level desolatlon that it seemed a mere
binr on the lapdseape,

The dust clond centered all May-
nard’s faculties. At length wagons, two
of them, hitched one behind the other,
were almost upon  Lhe  station—and
Bluke was not In sight. Maynard's
heart sank. The herses were halted be-
fore the place. A tenm more utterly
exlinusted, more vearly famished for
drink, had never arrived at the well,
Thetr loud was extrn heavy; the heat
had drunk up and dried out thelp very
lnlity,

The driver, llke a figure modelled in
dust, stiMy allghted from the nigh-
wheel animal. He was a small, thin
facod man, neatly ffty years of age.
Then up from a resting place in the
foremost wugon rose a second human
form. It was Biake; and the small,
ugly sncks piled on the wagons contain-
od the gold be had snatched from a
cleft lu the adamant,

Maynard walted where he wtood,
quietly, Blake had not yet beheld him.,

“You might as well git out,” sald the
teamster to his passenger. “"We stay
all night and water and feed the stock.”

Maynard stepped forward to the
tenmster's side, unobserved by Blake,
“You'll water your team—I think you
suld?* he Inquired hoarsely,

"Water 'em? Don't you see they're
near droppin't™ answered the teamster,

"1 own the place,” sald Maynard.
“The price of waterlng here at this
station will be two thousand dollars a
head for every one of  your twenty
horses.”

The man stared at him blankly,

“I'svo thou Say, are you crnzy 1
guld. Then he erled out shrilly:
“Uore, Mr. Bloke, come here and lsten
to this here racket! This feller says
he's goln' to charge me two thounsand
dollars a head 1o wet the gtock.”

e

Binke eame up actively. In his cont-
ing of dust he lovmed larger thun usual.

erete or buildi “tone.—Utlea Her | g0 08. and sell our loase on the elalm
ald, for five hundred dollars, The money's
Wigeles-—1  hes Jenks hus  been | on depesit at the bank,'” said Rlake.
. 1Is he t of danger yet? Maynard looked at his partner in.
les—Well, he's convalescent ; but | eredutonsly “We ean #oll onr lense
he won't be out of danger untll ”“ltifur five hundred dollnrs?™ he echowd.
pretty nurse who lhias been taking care | *Samehedy wants to go on dlgging hore
ef him bax gone away.—Life whore we hiave falled?”
Maedtleal Stodent —What did you oper- | “That's what 1 wsall,” answered
¢ on that won for?  Dmioent Surs | Blake, withont meetlng his partner's
on—Two hundesd dollare,.  Medienl | goze,
ent-—1 1te vhat did he have? | Maynard was sllent for a moment.
Fwe hnndred  4ol- | Phen he sald: “Oh, we're np ngninst
Mhe (1 e Register it We're clonuod out.  1'd be glad of
' | I vowlhint I pm over | half the five hundred It's n grub-
the that by of mine, Ile | stake, anyway it what are we go-
" iely reckless of | ing to tackle next?”
[ duwsn’t weem to enre Blake looked nt him pecallarly. “You
I . Caimind ! You can ean de what you lke" Lie answersd
- "B delver out of hitm,— f-‘.l'?l"“f
LA “17" mald Mayonrd. “Do you mean
! iy AT "I'is Saterdal | we'll not he partuers auy longor?”
1 o | ; ‘-:. down, *No good In I, I8 there? demnnded
i i NOowWTSyhether he'll | Blake frritably
i (u 1 Mg, Flahei!y-— “1 thought 1 relt this coming™ snld
T Mres. Murs ! Maynard quietly “I'hingsa couldn't |
i Eobeen paddl | heave gone on as they were when we
i Jeft New York together™
I | i Wt fntros They went. The five hundred dol
0 | it | Jare that Blake had wentionesd \\:INI
it Iy ity | ther It wan his.  Fle hod saved the
r r gum ke a miser, to moeet some such |
o 1o i v o= | moment of Jdejnund A puper wns slgn-
1 t | | to | w1 by himselt and Maynard, couveying
it their title In the lease to “Tolger %
\ i I Mpes, | Compnny,” and the hole which had oost
| i 1 " ud { two thousund dollars, money nlinogt en
i vl BT e | tieely suppiled by Maynard, passed 1o
ot i | Yousim | the | the seeret ownership of Blake aloue
W 1y I ilu livie Blake disappearcd temporarily from
T | N take my hose | Gold Clrele Camp, and for fourteeon
band : 1 novr  wi Hile 10 ook nnye duys Val Maynard lad wandered In the
z 1o | b Pl my el | buge desolation of mountains, a com-
Clevelarul Leader mon prospector, searching the hills for
any sign of gold. Ile was thin, un-
Canse foe Thanks, kempt sud ill-fed. “I'hen he returned to
When 1l v bowd the are | the camp, where his hopes, funds and
Hat il poar b dow chadr he searched | energlos had been ruthlessly thrown to
hils wtandi the winds, At the clalm on the hill
Uodont o see wiviling worth taking® | where he had mined with his partner
bie wald by by, “but this suit’ of | there were ore sacks, filled with pre-
clothes." clous guartz, heaped like a wall on the
Uhhana s gooduess T sald the artisty | former dump, and two hired miners

“It's not paid for”

were gouglng a cleft of its golden hoard

iz eyes wore glintlng nlmost savagely.
‘What are you talklng about? he de-
nanded.  “*Wheo

His eyes met Mayvonrd's, A palencss
came upon his face gt wight of his for
ier partner, confronting him here In

the desert

Blake's fuoe was distorted with s
den rage. “This Is rabbery '™ he orled
You don't get an ounes of the ore 1've

got on the load !

“Robbery " sald Mavnard, *1 eall it
game.  You've beard the
without watering If

the
price.  Puall
you can'

“Yea, 1 will. I'll go on without the
water " roared Bianke in his wrath.
“Drown, get up and start along!"

“Nope. No twenty dead Lorses for
me," sald the tenmster. “You and the
ore and me and the carcasses would
land maybe five mlles further up the
road"

“Its up to you, Blake,” sald May-
pard quietly. “And don't reckon on

purt of

ot

foding me a quitter."

into his pocket.

»

The barness was all upon the ground,

Blake could ses for himself that
horees were barely able to stand. They
were led to a long, emply manger in
the Inclosure, and secured there side 'z

#ide.  They were pltlable objects for
the lack of drink. ]

The sun wont down. Blake, near the
wagons, and Maynard, near the m.

saw the sghades of twillght creep
uthwart the desert. The buttle hnd be
gun.  On Maynard's part the game
was one of nlertness and walting. The
night enme on and the moon rose, May-

nierd  remalned on guard beside the
well,  Out by his fomishing  horses
Brown made his bed,  From time to

time he petted and spoke to his anl
mals, amd they mutely  bogged und
pleaded for waoter. Bluke paosd up and
down, neur his cargo of ore,

The desert stlliness came neross thy
world, Maynard wos  saffering  io-
tensely. All the heat In his nature had
cooled and left him possionless ana
self-accusing.  “I'he plight of tha belp-
lons Worses wise nearly driving the nan
insane. He fought a wmighty buttle with
himself, alone there In the moonlight.
He had been shamelessly robbed. e
felt entitled to his vengennce, his price
for the water, The trick was In his
grasp; the game wns his 'own, But
those horses, Innocent of any wrong,
falthful unto the end, patient, endor-
ing, domb—they were undergoing un-
fold sgonles, with the 2ool scent of
water in their nostrils

Maynard conld endure no more. His
grimness vanished abruptly, and com-
passion took s place. All the wealth
in Ophir, all the vengeance of hades
could not have assuaged his mental
and bodily nnguish. Quickly, but silent-
ly nnd stealthliy, as one who commils
n deed forbldden, he hastened te the
manger, untlad a pair of the horses and
led them to the trough. And the way
they drank made him sick and falnt
with shame., Then eagerly he led an-
other and another palr, till all had
filled thelir grateful bodles and thanked
him with their eyes.

He fed them then, and his beart was
welling with ecstagy and pain as he
watched them eat the hay and smunch
the graln with which he supplied their
boxes, He sat on a plank near by, to
listen Itke a boy to the comfertable
sounds that they made; and a vision
of Helen Woodruff's eyes came out of
the deser{ somewbere and brought him
Infinite peace. It was there that the
pale moon left him, when It sank be-
hind the desert's edge. It was there the
sun discovered him when It rose above
the hills. He wns fust asleep, leaning
ngninst a post.

Somewhat after 5 o'clock in the
morning he was finally wakened by the
sounds of heavy bundles falling to the
earth. He started to his feet and
glanced across the Intervening space
between himself and Blake's two leaded
wagons, The sight that met his goze
was unbellevable, Blake himself was
on one of the londs, laborionsly hurllng
sack after sack of the precious ore to n
heap upon the ground.

Blowly Maynard approached the
place. “Howard,” he sald In his old-
time way, “you needn’t pay the price.
The tenm has been watered.”

Blake stood up among the sacks, and
looked down at hils former partmer pe-
cullarly. “l1 know,” he sald. “I wasn't
asleep. 1 saw it all But thank God,
Val, 1 had already made up my mind
to give in aud adwit that half the gold
belonged to you by rights! You're
squarer than I am—and better stuff."
He heaved off two more sncks, and
added, “Don't ask me to tell you what
a low-down cad I've been; we both
know-—that's enough,” ;

An uneven pyramid, comprising one
more than half the gacks of gold bear-
Ing rock, was heaped upon the earth,
and Blake descended from the wagon.
He eame to Maynard courngeously.

“Here's a letter of yours I opened
nnd kept," he confessed doggedly, and
he held out the letter that Helen Woods
ruff had sent to the man she loved.

Maynard took it in wonder.

“Don’t read it—for a few minutes—
please,” Blake requested, his face suf-
fused, then deathly pale. “T hope—I
wish you'd shake”

Maynard could make no answer. He
merely took the ontstretched hand In
s own and gave It a long, steady grip.

And half an hour Iater he stood alone
by the well, watching wheroe the twen-
ty willing horses plodded away ncross
the desert, drawing the wagons that
held only half thelr former load. And
Blake, looming fall and erect on some
of the ugly sacks, waved him farewell
from the rising cloud of dust.—>Mon-
treal Star.

Clearing It Up,

“*To which 18 u man more closely res
lated,” sald the geoenlogist, “his first
divorced wife's second husband or his
present wife's first divoreed husband v

“So far as I ean see, one tie 18 about
ng close as the other,” sald a thought-
ful friend,

“So 1 shouldl say,” sald the genealo-
glet, “hut BHly Rowen must have fig-
urad out a difference, Anyhow, when
his firer wife's second hushband dled
Billy went to o ball game, but when
his present wife's first husband dled
e went Into mourning. 1 can't uader-
stand that'

“1 ecan,'” sald the thoughtful friend.
“Billy's present wife was on the pelnt
of divorelng him so she could remurry
her first husband, Now that he is
demd she has decldnd to stick to Bl"".‘

“Ah!" sald the genealogist.—New
York Press

To Ne Sure.

“Fven n o street onr company,” moral
jzed the smoker on the front platform,
“sometimes deserves credit for polite-
ness. ‘That sign up there, for instance,
“Motormen must not talk to passengers,”
1s merely a polite way of serving no-
tice on the passengers that they must
pot talk to the motorman.

Ivs only a matter of time untll m
white le takes on & somber hue,

How an ignorant man does

saoy,

handing out Information!
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